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Child Care Services Regional Grant Application Guide 

Regional Grants are intended to support, sustain, and increase quality of child care programs. Grants require the 
completion of an online application and approval of eligible expenditures.

ge from birth to school-age and 
is currently licensed with the Minnesota Department of Human Services or Tribal Government OR legally license-
exempt, which include certified centers. If licensed by the Minnesota Department of Human Services, a program 
must have no current negative actions. Programs operating under a conditional license may still apply while under 
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Technology: Programs may use grants for technology equipment, software to create, enhance and maintain 
business management systems, and related subscription fees. This includes costs associated with accessing the 
internet, such as installation or equipment, and website start-up, maintenance, or ongoing subscription fees. 
 
Education, Training, and Relationship-Based Professional Development: Grants may be used for higher education 
costs to support T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship recipients, fee-for-service mentoring, coaching, and/or consultation expenses 
conducted by a Develop-approved Relationship Based Professional Development (RBPD
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Office supplies that are not directly used for early childhood quality improvement activities: Ink and paper used to 
print invoices for families would not be an allowed use of grants. Ink and paper used to print curriculum, 
worksheets, or a newsletter for families in the program would be allowed.  
 
Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) federal restrictions can be reviewed online in the National Archives Code of 
Federal Regulations: Title 45 Subtitle A Subchapter A Part 98 Subpart F § 98.56(b)(1) Restrictions of the use of funds 
at eCFR :: 45 CFR 98.56 -- 
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GRANT SPENDING CATEGORIES AND ELIGIBLE ITEMS 
 
The following charts list items that you may purchase with your Regional Grant. This will help you identify eligible items, 
and which spending category to use when describing your proposed purchases on the budget pages of the application. If 
you do not see an item listed, it may be ineligible. If you need assistance, please consult with your Grant Administrator 
to confirm eligibility or ineligibility of an expense.                                                                                                                                                                               
 
Items purchased from a vendor listed on the discount flyer are eligible, with the exception of items not allowed by 
licensing.   
 

Assessment and Planning for Each Individual Child  
Children do better when their teachers and providers know them well, understand their levels of development, and use the 
information to plan instruction. Assessment information is accurate and fair when it is gathered in a way that includes observation 
in natural settings, and a child assessment tool that is valid and reliable. 

�x Assessment resources and tools; all books, toys, learning materials, equipment or items related to eligible assessment tools including 
computer, laptop, or tablet 

�x Camera or video camera for recording classroom activities (Does not include special lenses, etc.) 

�x Journaling materials 

 

 

Health and Well-Being 
Children do better when early care and education programs are safe and healthy, provide nutritious meals and snacks, and 
offer many opportunities for active play. This foundation allows children to take full advantage of learning opportunities. 
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�x Consultation with a Child Care Health Consultant for health, 
safety, nutrition, infectious disease control and/or advice on the 
care of a child with special needs 

�x CPR and First Aid training that is not verified in Develop. First 
Aid: Pediatric first aid training must be provided by an individual 
approved as a first aid instructor. CPR: Pediatric CPR training 
must be provided by an individual approved to provide pediatric 
CPR instruction. In addition: (1) cover CPR techniques for infants 
and children and the treatment of obstructed airways; 2) include 
instruction, hands-on practice, and an in-person, observed skills 
assessment under the direct supervision of a CPR instructor; and 
(3) be developed by the American Heart Association, the 
American Red Cross, or another organization that uses nationally 
recognized, evidence-based guidelines for CPR. 

�x Disease prevention supplies recommended by the Minnesota 
Department of Health such as masks, certain cleaning supplies, 
PPE, etc. 

�x 
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�x
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Teaching and Relationships with Children 
Children do better when early care and education teachers and providers are caring and engaging, have quality learning 
environments, use a research-�����•���������µ�Œ�Œ�]���µ�o�µ�u�U�����v�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•���š�Œ���v�•�]�š�]�}�v�•���š�}���l�]�v�����Œ�P���Œ�š���v�X���d�������Z���Œ�•�����v�����‰�Œ�}�À�]�����Œ�•��
�u���l�����������]�P�����]�(�(���Œ���v�������]�v�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•���o�]�À���•�X���d�Z���•�����‰�Œ����tices help build relationships and give children what they need to learn 
and grow. 

�x Art supplies including stencils and sponges 

�x Balance beams that are safe for age and development 

�x Basketball hoops, balls, ball pump, sports balls 

�x Bicycles, tricycles, wagons, riding toys, scooters, scooter 
boards, all must be age and developmentally appropriate for 
children 

�x Bilingual language materials 

�x Block play materials, small design blocks, materials that link, 
construction sets, large outdoor blocks 

�x Books that are age and developmentally appropriate 

�x Carpets for classroom needed for activities and play 

�x Classroom displays, posters, calendars, weather charts, etc.  

�x Clocks and time activities and materials 

�x Computer printer, Ink and paper used to print eligible print 
items 

�x Computer table for children 

�x Consultant fees related to designing indoor or outdoor learning 
environment 

�x Contracted classroom educator to provide specialty instruction 
to children (such as music, science, art, reading).  Instruction 
must occur within grant timeframe 

�x Cookbooks for children  

�x Discovery boxes, feely boxes 

�x Dramatic play equipment and supplies (Puppet theater, 
puppets, costumes, play cameras, play phones, career props, 
dolls, dollhouses, dollhouse furniture) 

�x Dramatic play toy buildings (e.g., barn, firehouse, school, etc.) 

�x Early childhood curriculum resources and tools. All books, toys, 
learning materials, equipment or items related to eligible 
curriculum 

�x Early language concept activities such as object matching, 
sorting 

�x Educational software 

�x Exploration kits, theme boxes/bags for literacy or STEAM for 
example 

�x Field trips and related costs (membership fees, entry fees, 





 
Regional 
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GRANT APPLICATION PLANNING LIST 

This list is intended to help you plan your grant request before entering it into Develop. This is not to be submitted. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Priority Area 
Goal  
(what you wish to 
accomplish) 

Strategy  
(what you need to do to 
reach the goal) 

Item(s) Cost 


	1. Who can apply for Regional Grants?
	Any program that is actively providing early learning services to children ranging in age from birth to school-age and is currently licensed with the Minnesota Department of Human Services or Tribal Government OR legally license-exempt, which include ...
	Programs that have received a Start-Up Grant may not apply for a Regional Grant in the same fiscal year (July 1 - June 30).
	2. How much money can eligible programs receive?
	Family providers may purchase items that total up to $2,000. Center programs may purchase items that total up to $3,000.
	3. How and when do I apply for a Regional Grant?
	Applications for Regional Grants are available on Develop (www.developtoolmn.org) in your Organization Profile beginning September 1 and must be completed by September 25. You must have a registered Organization Profile to access and complete the appl...
	4. What items can my program apply for?
	Programs may apply for funds to purchase items or training that meet quality improvement goals and strategies and activities to prepare young children for school and life. Please refer to the Grants Spending Categories and Eligible Items list included...
	Any items purchased with this grant must be used in accordance with licensing requirements. Please contact your licensor if you have questions about a particular item meeting licensing requirements.
	Child product safety information to guide expenditure eligibility or ineligibility can be found at these government resources:
	Minor Construction Projects: Grants may be used towards the cost of materials for outdoor play area fencing or other minor construction or renovations to the spaces used for child care as required by licensing to ensure child safety or meet other prog...
	In the event that a child care program wishes to have the cost of assembly and/or installation covered by a grant, the labor must be performed by a contractor following applicable state and local laws and regulations regarding registration and licensu...
	Eligible items that are for 100% business use will be funded at 100%. Items that are shared with a household or organization (such as a church) will be funded at 50%. The reimbursement rate depends on how the item is used and not the item itself. For ...
	5. What items are not eligible?
	6. If my program receives a grant, what requirements do I have to meet?
	Your program will need to meet the requirements of a Participation Agreement. Please read the agreement carefully before signing. Also see the information on page 10 of this document about how the grant process works.
	7. Why is cultural responsiveness important in an early childhood care and education program?
	Grant Application Process: Applications for Regional Grants are available on Develop (www.developtoolmn.org) beginning September 1 and must be completed by September 25 in your Organization Profile. You must have a registered Organization Profile to a...

